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In the remote Himalayan village of Doodhas, five extraordinary women have come together to build a tiny hut for their
newborn daughter. At nearly 12,000 feet, the cottage is far higher than the village proper. Payal will need to hike into the
mountain alone one night to complete the final touches—if she can complete it all before the villagers start out to descend the
mountain on a dangerous trail. Payal will need to face the true cost of her mother’s death before she can begin a new life in a
world that seems to be turning its back on women. In the shadow of the towering peaks, she will also have to face a deeper
question: Can she leave the love of her life, Maddy, if she does not return to college and leave India for good? It’s an icy, winter
night in the mountains of Himachal Pradesh, and the only thing that keeps Payal from succumbing to the frigid cold is the
knowledge that the baby she’s carrying is about to be born. It’s not Maddy’s baby, of course—that much she knows already—but
the baby of the girl who carried Maddy’s mother to term. Payal is about to put her own maternal instinct on hold for a few
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months and give her mother’s baby life. She has her father’s rugged features and his deep, dark eyes, but her mother had dark,
olive-toned skin, and the graceful bend of her fingers. It was always Payal who rushed to Maddy’s side after her first heartbreak,
when she was still little more than a girl. The two girls fell in love in college; and when they graduated, it wasn’t Maddy who
followed her soon-to-be mother to Paris, but Payal. Maddy knows that the way in which she is grieving is unlike anything she’s
experienced before, but there are so many new things to face. When her mother was pregnant, she’d expected Payal to be there
to help her through the delivery, or to be a figure of comfort and support as she went through her own first maternal
experiences. What she didn’t expect was to lose her, to lose her to the world of the male. She tried to go back to India to be with
her father, but he didn’t want to talk about it, and 82157476af
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